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EDITORIAL. 


Tue close of the year has not been marked by any outstanding 
event in librarianship or bibliography. The reports that reach us 
show, however, that there was never a time in which the activities 
of libraries were so many and so much used by the public. It would 
appear that the apologetic attitude which has characterized the 
utterances of librarians when dealing with libraries publicly may 
now quite reasonably give place to a healthier, happier assurance 
that their work is good ; and they themselves may go on stronger 
in the faith themselves. They have a long road to go before they 
reach library perfection and will need all their strength and faith. 
* 


* * * 


In the first place, the profession of librarianship needs a certain 
amount of reorganizing. We gave publicity and emphasis to the 
view of Sir Gregory Foster that the profession was not organized 
yet, and we dissented from that view. There is, in spite of that, a 
growing volume of opinion that librarians have no clear-cut and 
objective unity. This opinion finds caustic expression in “ Letters 
on Our Affairs” this month. We do not endorse it in its entirety : 
it is a point of view; but there is undoubted truth in our corre- 
spondent’s general contention. 

The tone of these ‘‘ Letters ” of late has led us to ask the group 
of writers who contribute them to enunciate the creed they hold 
in writing them. The reply is as clear as a reply from several 
writers can be; for where there are several writers there must be 
diversity if they think at all. It is as follows: ‘‘ We stand for the 
better working of libraries and the progressive in librarianship. 
We are members and fervent supporters of the Library Association 
on all public platforms ; but we are its determined critics in all 
professional journals. Our criticisms are scathing, and are likely 
to be, but we endeavour to avoid personalities or hurting any 
individual, and our motto is ‘Come in and improve things, and 
don’t stand outside and boo.’ "’ We give this answer for our readers 
to reflect upon ; it may clear up some misunderstandings. 


We have received some criticisms of public libraries of late 
which we pass on to our readers for their consideration. ‘“‘ Do you 
mean to say,”’ we heard a young woman (of the high school variety) 
remark to another, “ that you use the free library? We heal 
never think of going to such a place. That is one. Another was 
rather more definite: ‘‘ This,” said a social worker, “is not an 
ordinary public library. Most of the libraries in London are dull, 
dreary places ; and no one in them seems to be interested in one.” 
“A library,” a famous publisher remarked to us recently, “ is useful 
where there is a real librarian. Usually they are very uninspiring, 
and seem only to be concerned with fiction.” 
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These are actual conversational remarks and not imaginary 
ones, and all were made before one hearer in the last month. They 
disturb the complacency which we seem to advocate in our opening 
remarks. They are, in any case, proof that a reputation once 
acquired is the most difficult of things to vary. Thirty years ago 
public libraries were regarded as distributors of fiction to the lower 
classes. They were, therefore, to be avoided by anyone who believed 
himself to belong to a higher one. This silly and impertinent 
snobbery stil] exists. In all the years since, librarians have improved 
their methods and their personal equipment, and have enfranchised 
their shelves, although in many —~ the indicator unfortunately 
survives to keep the criticism alive, and yet not only newspaper 
critics, but intelligent people as well, repeat the old charges against 
them. 

* 

A librarian who controls a great collection of 100,000 volumes 
tells me he has received a letter from a reader—who admits that he 
has not used the collection “ for several years ’’—that the interests 
of the student are sacrificed to those of “ the lovers of fiction.” 
Here, and in all directions, we have criticisms built upon a previous 
prejudice. It is evident that one of the immediate needs of the 
future is an extension of the publicity campaign in the direction of 
telling people what really are the contents of public libraries. We 
ought, however, to be quite sure that present libraries do not merit 
the slightings we have repeated. It is probable that few libraries 
are adequate, but they could be made more so if librarians and 
library authorities regarded their libraries as units in the national 
library scheme; if they lent books to one another, exchanged 
duplicates, and even gave to other libraries in switable localities 
books for which the demand in their own was small. To advertise 
libraries as universities, information bureaux and centres of learning, 
when they may not be universal or informative or learned, is likely 
to increase rather than to lessen the evil. 

* * * * 


Special attention is called to our article on the “‘ Book Selector.” 
The library profession has long recognised that co-operative effort 
in cataloguing would enable the librarian to devote more time to 
other branches of his work. American libraries have the “A. L. A. 
Booklist ’’ as a guide to book-selection, and the printed cards of the 
Library of Congress for their catalogues. The success of these 
activities on the other side is promising for the British scheme. 


* 
We wish our readers the joy that the Christmas Season should 
bring. 


Mr. A. E. Richardson, Professor of Architecture in the University of 
London, will give a lecture at University College on Wednesday, February 
14th, 1923, at 8.30 p.m., on “ Library Architecture, Past and Present.” 
Fellows and Members of the Library Association and of the Association of 
Assistant Librarians who desire to be present are invited to send a stamped 
addresed envelope to: ‘The Secretary, University College, London (Gower 
Street, W.C.1). 
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THE “BOOK SELECTOR ” 


A GUIDE TO CURRENT BOOKS, AND A PROPOSED 
SCHEME FOR CO-OPERATIVE CATALOGUING. 


THE selection of books in public libraries entails considerable time 
and a great deal of work on the part of the senior members of the 
staff. The smaller the library, the greater is the problem and the 
more exacting the work in proportion. The process of selection 
is a gradual one. First a primary selection must be made from all 
the books that are published and this has to be followed by weeding 
out, until the final choice is made to meet the needs of the particular 
library and the state of its finances. No guide to books can do the 
whole of this work. It can reduce the labour by providing the 
initial broad selection, but to do this efficiently it must include the 
current books and be published punctually. 


It is proposed to meet this want by issuing the Book Selector 
on the 15th of each month, comprising a selection of books pub- 
lished during the previous month. The purpose of this publication 
will be twofold :— 

(a) To provide the necessary information regarding all impor- 
tant books published and to lighten the task of book 
selection. 

(b) To bring co-operative cataloguing within the realms of 
possibility. 

The entries, being printed on one side of the paper only, can 
be cut out and mounted on slips, and will so do away with clerical 
work. 

Tue Use or THE “ Book SELECTOR ” IN Co-OPERATIVE 

CATALOGUING. 

With the increasing introduction of Open Access, the manuscript 
catalogue (whether card or sheaf) is coming into general use, and 
opportunities of co-operative effort are becoming more possible. 
As far as at present arranged, we propose issuing the list in the 
following form :— 

1 Tue Entry.—The joint code of the A.L.A. and L.A. will be 
used and the usual imprint items will be given, and where 
necessary a brief descriptive annotation. The following spect- 
men entries are printed in a style we think would meet most 
needs, but these are subject to suggestions for their amendment. 
The price of each book will be printed where it can be cut off 
when the entry is mounted for catalogue purposes. 


810 American Literature, Contemporary. 

Morley, John Matthews, and Rickert, Edith.—Contemporary 
American literature: bibliographies and study outlines. xix. 
188 pp. 7} x 5jins. 1922. London: Harrap. 

Indicates tendencies. Alphabetical by author. Excludes writers who died before 
the War and authors who have not published since. Short biographies and ref- 
erences to criticisms are given. 


797 Cricket. 

Armstrong, Warwick W.—The Art of cricket. vii. 149 pp. 
74 x 4jins. Jllus. Por. 1922. London: Methuen. 

Reviewed in Nation, 27/5/22, p. 322. 
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944.4 Switzerland. 

Oechsli, Wilhelm.—History of Switzerland, 1499-1914. Trans. 

from the German by Eden and Cedar Paul. xiii. 480 pp. 

x 5jins. Maps. 1922 (Cambridge historical series). Cambridge: 

University Press. 

bibl. 15pp. 

Reviewed in Times Lit. Suppl., 17/8/22, p. 527. 

2 NuMBER OF Books CATALOGUED.—We estimate that entries 
for 75 per cent. of books added to a library will be provided. 
This should make it a business proposition for every library 
to subscribe. 

3 CLASSIFICATION.—The Dewey Decimal Classification will be 
applied to all entries, and the specific subject covered by the 
book will be quoted if not indicated by the notation applied. 
From this it will be a simple matter to apply the notation of 
any other system of classification or to use the entry in a dic- 
tionary catalogue. Necessary cross references will be printed 
at the foot of all entries. 

4 Format.—Entries will be printed on thin paper and on one 
side only, sufficient space being provided between the entries 
to facilitate cutting up. They will be 3gins. wide, and can be 
mounted on standard cards 3 by Sins. or in double columns 
in the pages of the standard sheaf catalogue. The general 
principle will be one entry per book, and duplicate or multiple 
copies of entries will be supplied at a moderate additional 
charge. 

5 SuBscrIPTION.—The cost of the work must necessarily depend 
on the support given. It is hoped that the following moderate 
figures may be found approximately correct :—Minimum 
Subscription, {1 Is (3 copies), £1 10s. (6 copies). 

6 CUMULATIVE VOLUME.—We also hope to issue annually a 
cumulative volume embodying all sections under classes with 
author and subject indexes. 

7 EpitoriaL.—The work will be compiled and edited by pro- 
fessional librarians. 

It would be found a considerable help if librarians would 
consider the scheme in detail before the publication of our January 
issue, in which we should be pleased to print correspondence and 
suggestions concerning it 


Library Novels || Two-Shilling Novels 
at Is.6d. each. at 9d. each. 


By well-known Authors. 
We have secured 100,000 ex-library copies, BRAND NEW COPIES. 


in good condition. The published prices 44725,000 volumes available. 
were 6s., 7s., or 8s. per volume. 4@ By well-known Authors. 
To effect a clearance all these Novels are offered at the remarkably low prices indicated above. 
Twelve or more volumes will be sent carriage paid to any address in Great Britain. 
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LIBRARY DESIDERATA A _ SPECIALITY. 


Tue Lisrary Worip 315 


PUBLICITY PAPERS 
By the Author of “Library Advertssing.” 
LOCAL LIBRARY PUBLICITY. 
THE Liprary AssOcIATION is carrying out a national publicity 
campaign which should not only help the Library Movement 
generally but every public library individually. In addition to 
giving whatever co-operation it can in the national movement, 
every library should do all it can in the matter of local publicity. 
These notes are published to show what is being done in various 
towns. It is assumed that every reader has a copy of Library 
Advertising (published by Grafton and Co.), as these notes are 
supplementary to that volume, which, by the way, has not only 
been “ noticed” in America but also in France—and far-away 
India. 
* * 

Numerous suggestions were given in Library Advertising, and 
many of these have been adopted as given, and others adapted to 
suit local needs. For instance, the idea of the distribution of 
circulars has been adopted at Sheffield, where 10,000 copies of a 
library leaflet have been distributed to the Education Committee 
Evening Schools students. This green leaflet leads off with the 
quotation of Mr. Fisher that ‘‘ Education cannot proceed without 
books,”’ and features our slogan that ‘‘ The Public Library exists 
for the public service.” Full particulars of the facilities afforded 
are printed, and a borrower’s form is attached. Mi. R. J. Gordon 
should have good results from this commendable form of local 
publicity. 


The Westhoughton Public Library has admirably devel 
the publicity “idea,” and Mr. J. C. Scott, the Public Librarian, 
has recently introduced a number of successful methods, some of 
which are based on suggestions contained in the book on Ltbrary 
Advertising, we are informed. The medium of the Press has been 
utilised to emphasize “‘ Westhoughton’s Information Bureau,” a 
special article directing attention to the facilities afforded at the 
hbrary. The issue of A Course of Reading and Study, a brochure on 
commercial education, is useful propaganda among the business 
fraternity. A handy little list on a folding card is another device, 
and this directs attention to books on Poultry Keeping. In addition 
to distributing leaflets on ‘‘ Public Libraries and Education,” Mr. 
Scott has obtained a number of copies of On the Friendship of Books, 
by W. H. Hudson, which he has been able to present to his borrowers : 
by arrangement with Messrs. W. G. Foyle, Ltd. a 


* * * 


Liverpool has a new idea in the way of local publicity. Over 
the “ Picton ’’ in William Brown Street there now flutters from the 
lofty flagstaff a blue pennant bearing “ Reference Library”’ in 
white letters. ‘‘ Now this seems an excellent idea, capable of wide 
extension,” says The Liverpool Post. “‘ Visitors to the city are often 
constrained to ask passers-by what such-and-such a building is, 
but all would be plain sailing if our principal piles were tagged with 
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flags. In this way also we might come nearer to the brighter Liver- 
pool after which many people hanker.” 

By the way, the “ Free Lectures to Children ” delivered at the 
Picton Hall are continuing to be extremely popular, and the pub- 
lished list of these lectures is ample proof of the wide interest taken 
in the same. The issue of this list by Mr. G. T. Shaw is excellent 
testimony to the provision made for children, both in the matter of 
lectures and books on the subjects listed. 

* * * 


Mr. J. Wilson Lambert, the Eccles Librarian, is another 
advocate of publicity. In addition to distributing 3,000 L.A. 
publicity pamphlets, upon the front of which local matter was 
printed, he has secured the interest of the local Press. The Eccles 
Journal included the following note :— 

“Considerable ignorance is shown—even in better educated 
circles—as to the facilities afforded by public libraries, beyond the 

rovision of novels and newspapers. The Eccles Corporation 
ibrarian was recently asked the question: ‘ Of what actual value 
is the library to the average business man, to the average apprentice, 
or to the ordinary student ?’ The question is aptly answered by 
quoting one or two of the many inquiries the library has answered 
during the past few months :—For the business man: What is the 
most direct route to consign goods to Athens? What are the 
French and German technical terms for certain parts of the Diesel 
engine ? What is the duty on paraffin lamps, fittings, etc., imported 
into the South American States? For the Apprentice: Wanted 
information on the varieties of armature windings, and the reasons 
for them? Varieties and treatment of machine tools? Wanted 
particulars of the technical terms of the cotton trade? For the 
student : Particulars of the gencral principles of the money market ? 
What are the principal commercial products from petroleum ? 
What are the chemical components of various minerals ” 

One might continue ad libitum to demonstrate the usefulness 
of a public library, and every Press reference is helpful in 
emphasising this for the mutual benefit of both the public library 
and the public. 

The Chairman of the Eccles Public Library (Mr. John T. Arnold) 
followed this up by stating that “ No man or woman, particularly 
the wage earner, can afford to neglect the facilities afforded by our 
libraries. Every branch of literature, every industry, every science, 
and hobbies, too, are represented, so that no matter what a person’s 
walk in life may be, the library contains books which will help him 
or her to do better work, and to enlarge their opportunity and out- 
look. This, of course, applies as much to an apprentice as to a 
tradesman. To my mind, never had the workers better facilities 
for self-improvement than they have to-day, provided by the public 
libraries throughout the country.” This is worth quoting generally. 

* * 

The exhibition of the Grafton Library film should, of course, 
be considered by every library. Full particulars may be obtained 
on application to this firm of publishers. 

(“Publicity Papers” will be continued.) 
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NOVEMBER MEETINGS—IMPRESSIONS 


By A. P. ULLET. 

THE meetings during the past month must have satisfied the intel- 
lectual appetites of our greatest gourmets. To express adequately 
my impressions on all the good things presented would occupy too 
much space. Early in the month we had the lecture of Dr. Baker 
on “English Prose Style.’’ Undoubtedly, assistants who have 
the opportunity of a three years’ course under the Director of the 
School of Librarianship should possess a high standard of literary 
equipment. 

Mr. W. T. Creed’s paper on ‘‘An Ideal for London ”’ indicated 
an intelligent and studied insight into the possibilities of library 
re-organisation for London. He would advocate the division of 
London for library purposes in similar districts to those proposed 
for education by the L.C.C. under the Greater London Scheme, i.., 
the grouping of existing boroughs into library districts of half-a- 
million inhabitants. It appears to be more sound than a centralised 
London scheme, which would be too unwieldly, as anyone will 
appreciate who has been in contact with L.C.C. departments. 
The importance of this subject must not be overlooked. Obviously 
something must be done, and will be done, to reconstruct a definite 
library policy, not only for London but for the Counties. 

Other impressions centre round an old and tried friend of the 
profession. Mr. Pacy was responsible for two addresses in one 
month. His first on the “‘ Classification of Literature,” before the 
Society of Bookmen, was a practical paper on book classification 
for booksellers and publishers. I had not heard of Mr. Pacy as an 
exponent of this science, hence he was particularly interesting. He 
did not flourish a slice of Bacon nor whirl the Tree of Porphory 
around his head, neither did he mention the predicables, 
but he gave a sound address on the essentials of classification. It 
is hoped that booksellers will think over the points raised by Mr. 
Pacy, for there can be no doubt of the need for an intelligent display 
of books by them. 

My enquiry last month regarding the L.A. programme has 
been answered. Mr. Pacy called a meeting at his Library, and 
undertook to open a discussion on the important question of 
“* Professional Registration.”” Exactly 18 persons attended. Now 
I do wish to be fair, and would allow for the short notice of the 
meeting and the fact that the Council of the A.A.L. met on that 
evening, but surely this attendance does not represent the interest 
of the younger members in their profession. If it does, then I would 
change my call to ‘‘ Why should there be an L.A. programme ? ” 
The meeting was made as attractive as possible, there were refresh- 
ments for a large number (which I presume someone has to pay for), 
and undoubtedly the staff of the library had been put to some 
trouble for the visit. It makes one rather ashamed. We youngsters 
are only too ready to damn the L.A. and all its works, but unless 
we back it we are taking insupportable liberties in so doing. 

Mr. Pacy in his address on “ Registration” gave a statement 
of the pros and cons. Perhaps he presented a bias in favour of 
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registration, but inasmuch as it was disinterested it might be 
accepted as a valuable guide. The discussion was quite lively and 
maintained its interest until 10.30 p.m. This was made possible 
by the efficient chairmanship of Mr. [= whose cross-examination 
of speakers was most judicial and enabled one to get at grips with 
the subject. The discussion chiefly centred on who should be the 
registering body. The points for a separate association were that 
the L.A. is an association for library propaganda ; its governing 
body is not purely professional; and it is an educational body. 
Against this we bave the fact that the L.A. is the only chartered 
library association ; it is obviously the chief examining body of the 
profession ; and the L.A. Diploma is, and always will be, the highest 
professional qualification. Consequently the L.A. ought to be 
responsible for the register of all qualified persons. Ultimately a 
resolution was passed by the meeting asking the Council of the 
L.A. to enquire into the possibility of forming a register. Personally 
I should have thought that the graded membership of the L.A. 
was a sufficient register. Certainly a registration without control 
of the membership of that register is absolutely useless. This 
demands two essentials: Education of the public to the needs of 
professionally qualified librarians, and, what is quite evident from 
this meeting, the interest of the members of the L.A. in their own 
profession. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DeaR CALLIMACHUS AND ARISTONYMOUS, 

As the former of you rightly wrote two months ago, I fled 
desperately from the Cardiff Conference in order to regain my 
normal health, and, I hope, sanity. Fatigue and mental indigestion, 
disgust and almost despair, had reduced me to a condition pitiable 
in the extreme. The despair came from the conviction that those 
who arrange L.A. Conference programmes learn nothing by experi- 
ence. Year after year they are begged to lighten their meetings, 
to let in the fresh air of discussion ; but they either cannot or will 
not see the need. The result was a never-ending effluent of unin- 
spired platitudinous verbosity poured forth by those well-meaning 

AMATEURS 

who know all about public libraries without ever having entered 
one of them ; or who think libraries can be made of service to some 
special—no doubt estimable enough—shibboleth of their own. We, 
certainly I, do not blame these worthy persons—in fact, we are 
expected to be grateful to them—because, after all, they only 
bring to us what our professional Bumbles have invited them to 
bring. But if they knew how they were really regarded by librarians 
they would be astounded. If there had been time for 


DIscussION 
the misstatements and misconceptions in which quite unconsciously 
they enveloped the Conference might have been dispelled; but 
our whole week was one of repetition, on the part of the President, 
of “ There will be no time to discuss this interesting subject.” 


7 
| 
| 7 
3 
| 
4 


320 Tue Lisrary Wortp 


We Have Att Hap Enovucu, 
and more than enough, of talk about this meeting ; but the matter 
is becoming so monotonously ridiculous. Even the Council itself 
is no longer of real importance in the L.A. In 1917, I think, in the 
darkest hours of our war difficulties, the Council, we are told, 
appointed an Executive Committee to deal with matters of emergency 
That committee is still in office. Do you know that, Callimachus ? 
And it clings to office with a tenacity even exceeding that of a Lloyd 
George cabinet ; and it seems, if my information is good, to control 
everything—cash, programmes, the election of committees, and 
everything else. While it exists progress is out of the question. 
Do Not MISUNDERSTAND 
the object I have in writing this letter. I am not attacking the 
Library Association that was founded in 1878; I am attacking the 
extraordinary state of affairs in the Association to-day. The 
Association itself is good, is in fact indispensable to every librarian ; 
indeed, I go farther, and say that it is not consistent with the 
respect of any professional library worker with a salary of £150 or 
more not to be a member of it. 
Wuat Is WRonG 
with the Association is that its admirable constitution is too spacious 
for the capacity of those who endeavour to administer it. Its real 
purpose is to promote libraries, and in that effort it tries to rope in 
the help of non-librarians, who respond in such small numbers as 
to make it non-effective as a propaganda power. On the other 
hand, the majority of our members are unconsciously convinced 
that it is a society of librarians, and has a professional intention ; 
and in trying to sit on both stools we wobble on the edge of each of 
them in the intervals of falling between. 
I HEAR 
that at one of the meetings a prominent librarian, remarking on the 
qualifications to be possessed by men who should be co-opted to 
the Council, said: “ It may be unfortunate that Liverpool, Man- 
chester and Glasgow exercise more municipal and parliamentary 
power than Brighton, but it is so." You get the idea? Because a 
man comes from a large city he is likely to be more valuable to the 
Association. Why? Because the librarian in question was thinking 
of the Association solely as a political force. This speech was 
received with approval, I am told; and, given the premises that 
political influence is the purpose of the L.A., it is indisputable. It 
is the 
CONTRARIETY OF VIEW 
as to what we exist for that makes us so ineffective in every direc- 
tion, and makes our programmes at Annual Conferences a pale 
imitation of a P.S.A. Congress. 

There must be some solution to such a situation. 

It appears to me—I leave it to you to discuss—that we need a 
re-awakening of the distinctive professional element in the Associa- 
tion ; and as a preliminary we need that the Council should clarify 
and make distinct the separate and now-confused powers and aims 
which its charter confers. Then by means of internal organization, 
which it would be simple to bring about, to give proper emphasis 
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to the different branches of work to be done. This would ensure 
that a definite section existed to promote the policy of libraries ; 
another to promote the education of librarians ; another to promote 
the experiment with and perfecting of the technique of librarian- 
ship; and yet another to consolidate, protect and advance the 
profession itself. There is nothing revolutionary or even radical 
here. It is merely a defining and organizing of the intentions ot the 
Association’s charter. 
AT PRESENT 


these things are the business of everybody in the Association, and 
therefore—with the exception of education, which is admittedly 
fairly well done—they are nobody’s business. They are dealt with 
at haphazard and by rule of thumb. If we had technical sections 
we should have meetings at Conferences where professional men 
could be heard. If we had a policy section we should provide a 
sufficiently prominent platform for those non-librarians who are 
good enough to work with us. It ought to be possible to combine 
all these things in just proportions, and to remove the present 
intolerable state of affairs. 
It Is a RELIEF 

to join you in thanks for Cardiff hospitality ; it was worthy of a 
capital city. 

Now I have lightened my mind of the thoughts that have been 
oppressing it this last month or two, I turn to suggest that we all 
do all we can to make the Association in 1923 the main power, and a 
main interest, of our profession. Let the assistant librarian come 
in his young strength to inspire, irritate and spur on the older ones, 
and don’t let him be afraid or weary if the older ones snarl 
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occasionally 
And so, my dear Callimachus and Aristonymous, a MERRY 
CHRISTMAS TO YOU. ERATOSTHENES. 


|The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS "'} 


[ Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovztions, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. | 

THE following note appeared in the Daily Graphic a short while 

0:— 

“Miss Ann Carroll Moore, supervisor of forty-two children’s 
libraries in New York, said that when she went to see the David 
Copperfield Library the other day, she met a little boy, aged 14, 
who walks from Islington every day to read books in the Somers 
Town library.” 

It seems a pity that no one has told the poor lad that he will 
find one of the best children’s libraries in North London at his own 
front door, and so save himself this daily walk. 

“‘ Twenty-five years of child librarianism in America has taught 
me that the most important factor in the work is informed service,” 


| 
a 
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said Miss Ann Carroll Moore in an interview with a Westminster 
Gazette representative a few weeks ago. 

Miss Moore is supervisor of more than 40 children’s libraries 
in New York. 

“The ‘Someone’ who is in charge should know books and 
children”’ she added, ‘‘ and should also be in touch with the outside 
world. There should be an intelligent selection of books, and contact 
with the children must be voluntary.” 

Miss Moore considers that the books most in demand by boys 
and girls are Grimm's Fairy Tales, Treasure Island, Kidnapped, 
Pilgrim's Progress, and Princess and the Goblin. 

In connection with the opening, in October, of the new library 
for BETHNAL GREEN, a well-produced and interesting ‘‘ souvenir ” 
was issued. The pamphlet includes an account of the history of 
the library system and a description of the new buildings, and is 
illustrated with views of the various departments, plans, and 
portraits. 

At a meeting held at the Mansion House recently, under the 
presidency of the Lord Mayor, the Davip CopPERFIELD LIBRARY, 
13, Johnson Street, Somers Town, was formally presented to the 
Borough of St. Pancras by the Rev. J. Brett Langstaff, President 
of the Children’s Libraries Movement. The library was opened 
about nine months ago in the house in which Charles Dickens lived 
when a boy; and the St. Pancras Borough Council have agreed to 
carry it on in its present form. It is handed over to the Council 
free of debt, and with it the freehold of the building and of two other 
houses which adjoin. 

Is it not rather a pity that the Library Assistants’ Association 
has changed its name ? Once on a time the letters L.A.A. conveyed 
something ; they had a history, a tradition. Now the Association 
calls itself the Association of Assistant Librarians, and its initials 
are the ugly and unpronounceable combination, A.A.L. Apparently 
there is some degradation in the term “library assistant,’ and 
therefore we become “ assistant librarians ’’; but not more than 
ten per cent. of the membership is of assistant librarians, or even of 
trained library assistants. We think undue sensitiveness has led 
the Association into an absurdity. 

At the SUNDERLAND Art Gallery there has this month been an 
exhibition of Baxter Prints from the collection of J. R. Hall, Esq., 
D.L., J.P., of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, a Vice-President ofthe Baxter 
Society. No fewer than 323 items (many of them volumes containing 
several prints) are listed in the catalogue. 

On October 20th, 1922, the Central Library, ToTTENHAM, 
re-opened its Lending Department on the Open Access system after 
being closed for a period of two months. Financial restrictions 
postponed this improvement, but it has been accomplished by means 
of a loan. Increased shelving accommodation has been secured by 
taking over the Reading Room, and the old Lending Department 
is now the Reading Room. Wall slopes have been erected in the 
latter department in place of the bulky reading slopes formerly used, 
so that very little less floor space is available than was formerly the 
case. Oversight has been secured by arranging the presses fan-wise. 
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The Dewey Decimal classification has been adopted, though modified 
to a considerable extent. The classification numbers and author 
marks have been lettered in gold by the staff on each book. 

In addition to the large cards placed over each press a system 
of guiding similar to that introduced by Mr. Jast at Croydon has 
been adopted in the insertion of cards (size 8 by Yins.) between the 
books and projecting over the edge of the shelf for two inches. 
These cards serve various purposes, though their main object is to 
indicate the division and sub-division of the classes. Full par- 
ticulars are typed on slips and pasted on both sides of the visible 
portion of the cards. Cross references are made to allied topics, 
A specially constructed case is set aside for music of which there 
are nearly 1,000 volumes, and a portion of the department is 
allocated to the juvenile borrowers. A printed synopsis and guide 
to the arrangement of books is provided and each borrower is pre- 
sented with a copy. 

New borrowers are being registered daily in large numbers, 
and it is anticipated that the turnover will be much larger than 
under the indicator system. A pleasing feature is the increased : 
use of the non-fiction sections. sua 

The WicGAwn Libraries lecture arrangements for the winter 
include lectures by Sir Bernard Pares (‘‘ Present-day Russia ’’), 
Arthur Hirst (“ How to Appreciate Great Music ’’), H. G. Spearing 


( Excavations in Mesopotamia ”’), and Richard Kearton (‘‘ Nature x 
at Work and Play ”’). a? 
There is a brief note on the WATForD Public Library in the in 


neat, well-illustrated Official Programme and Souvenir of Watford = 
Charter Day (October 18th, 1922), which we have received from the 
now Borough Librarian. 


NOTES 

A Curistmas Book EXuIBITION.—A valuable feature of American 
library work with children is the ‘ Book Week ”’ held in the fall of 
each year. So far as we know, the idea is new to this country, but 
Mr. Dallimore is to be congratulated on having borrowed it and 
put it into operation at the Darlington Public Library. A local 
firm of booksellers has placed on exhibition at the Junior library 
a fine collection of children’s books selected in consultation with 
the librarian. A series of ten tastefully produced lists has been 
prepared and distributed. Each contains a list of about twenty 
carefully-chosen books of a particular type, as “‘ Books for the 
Practical Boy,’, “‘ Travel and Adventures,’ “ Poetry and Recita- 
tions,” “‘ Fairy Tales,” etc., with publishers and prices. The object 
is to encourage parents and others to make Christmas gifts of books 
that are neither “ ugly, cheap-looking and crude, specially in books 
and colour pictures.’’ The idea is commendable, and we hope that 
it may become genefally adopted here as it is in America. 

Mr. John Renfrew, the librarian of Paisley, was the recipient 
of a wallet of notes and an inscribed gold watch to mark the apprecia- 
tion of his townsmen on the completion of 50 years’ service. We 
congratulate our veteran colleague, and wish him many more years 
of health and prosperity. 


se 
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Mr. William Pollitt sends us an interesting little brochure 
published by the Southend Library Committee entitled Prittlewell 
Priory and Museum, in which he and four other competent writers 
have described with the aid of a plan and good illustrations the 
history and restoration of the Priory and the connection therewith 
of Bernard of Morlaix, and give a brief account of the mother 
monastery of Cluny, as well as a useful guide to the museum now 
housed in the Priory. The price of the brochure is one shilling. 
The Municipal Journal, which represents the average municipal 
feeling fairly well, drawing attention to the fact that Willesden 
is paying road sweepers a minimum of £3 weekly and has deferred 
the suggestion that it should pay senior library assistants, one of 
whom is a B.A., more than £154 yearly, advises assistants who are 
underpaid to leave the profession and ‘“‘ people who desire to succeed 
in life to avoid it.’’ Payments are bad “chiefly because there is no 
dearth of educated men qualified for library work.” The attitude 
of Willesden is deplorable, and, we hope, almost unique, but there 
are, in fact, few educated men qwalified for library work. The 
Municipal Journal might help us by pointing out that an educated 
man is not qualified ipso facto as hbrarian, and it is not the mere 
education—necessary as that is—that we want local authorities to pay 
for, but a particular form of highly-specialized professional service. 


REVIEWS 


LIBRARY REPORTS. 

Botton (County Borough). Sixty-ninth annual report, 1921-22. 
Chief Librarian, Archibald Sparke. Population, 182,200. Income 
(from rate, £13,169), £13,726. Expenditure: Books, Binding 
and Periodicals, £3,869. Salaries and Wages, £5,985; Rents, 
Rates and Taxes, £677; Upkeep, etc., of Buildings, including 
Lighting, Heating, etc., £1,180. Stock: Lending, 105,542; 
Reference, 21,030. Issues: Lending, 702,342; Children’s Read- 
ing Room (estimated), 120,000; Reference (recorded and 
estimated), 71,926. 

We are glad to find in this report a detailed statement of income and 
expenditure—a feature which is of as great value to the local public as to 
those librarians who benefit by an exchange of reports. This report includes 
also lists of gifts, of the principal additions to the reference library, of annuals, 
directories, etc., and of newspapers and periodicals, all (with the possible 
exception of the first) of undoubted utility. 

“* The outstanding feature of the year’s work has been the re-organisation 
carried out in the Central Lending Library building. The reading room, which 
occupied the ground floor, was removed”’ to a large army hut, the floor then 
becoming available to relieve the congestion which for years has hampered 
the development of the lending library. The Fiction and Juvenile Depart- 
ments have been placed on this floor, and the whole library organised on the 
Open Access system. Though on the face of it one might object that the 
separation of fiction and non-fiction will have an ill-effect upon the quality of 
the issues, local conditions must govern local practice, and there is no evidence 
that this has been the case at Bolton. In fact, though the Lending Library 
issues for the year show a marked decrease, this has been experienced not at 
the Central Library but at the branches. In view of the fact that the Reference 
Library is “ structurally incapable of adaptation to the requirements of a 
modern library ” it is creditable that this department should still be able to 
show further use by the public. : 
Braprorp (City). Fifty-second Report, for the year ending August 

12th, 1922. Chief Librarian and Director of Art Gallery and 
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Museums, Butler Wood Population, 285,979. Income (from sa 
rate, £32,375), £33,543. Expenditure: Books, Binding, and se 
Periodicals, £6,540 ; Salaries, £9,825; Rents, Rates, Taxes, and 
Insurance, £3,238; Loans, Interest and Sinking Fund, £1,577; 
Heating, Lighting, Cleaning, Upkeep, etc., £3,634. Stock: 
Lending, 121,754 ; Reference, 75,236. Issues: Lending, 953,424 ; 
Reference, 86,939; Commercial Library, 73,748; Children’s 
Rooms, 47,661. 


The number of borrowers and issues continues to increase—by some 1,100 
and 67,560 respectively—this being attributed to the augmentation of stock, 
to which considerable attention has been paid by the librarian, who, however, 
fears that the present policy of ‘‘ economy ”’ will do much to prevent the main- 
tenance of this increase in the future. As two-thirds of the income is absorbed 
by standing charges “‘ saving can only be effected in the vital part of the work, 
i.e., books and periodicals.’’ In other words, the effect of this unfortunate 
desire to reduce expenditure is simply to increase the actual cost per issue. 
As other libraries are being forced into the same position we cannot stress this 
point too strongly. Unless the book fund is sufficient at least to cope with 
the present demand for new books and to allow of the maintenance of old 
stock, issues are bound to drop in numbers and depreciate in quality, though 
at the same time the cost of rent, heating, lighting, and so on cannot be reduced. 
If it costs £20,000 to maintain a library system which is issuing a million books 


it will still cost as much to maintain it if the issues drop to 750,000 or increase . 

to 1,250,000. So it is clearly worth while to spend the few extra hundreds ed q 
necessary in order that a full return should be secured for the irreducible - 
expenditure of £20,000. It is to be ho that the Bradford Corporation will a 
see fit to permit Mr. Wood and his staff to carry on and amplify the excellent a 


work recorded in the report. 

An interesting detail we note is that of the 210,489 books lent out from the 
Central Library male readers took 110,516 and female readers 99,973. It is 
very seldom that any attempt is made to sort the issues according to the sex 
of the borrower, and the result of the practice is to overthrow the suggestion 
that women read far more than men—a state of affairs which may apply to 
circulating libraries. If, as the writer of a recent book on ‘Authorship ”’ 
maintains, novels are read very much more by women than by men, these 
figures show that the issues from a public library are of quite a different quality 
from that imagined by the many who criticise libraries without any knowledge 


of their real work. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

Wilson (G. F.) A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE WRITINGS oF W. H. 
Hudson. Pp. 80, 8vo. London, Bookman’s Journal. 1922. 
14s. net. 

An excellent contribution to the series of bibliographies of modern 
authors which now issue from the press in rapid succession. Mr Wilson has 
done his work well and need not fear comparison with the Swinburne and 
Conrad volumes by Mr. Wise. The discovery of a pseudonymous three- 
volume novel by the author of The Chrystal Age is of considerable importance. 
Book Auction Recorps. Vol. 19, Pt. 3., pp. 596. 8vo, wrappers. 


Stevens and Stiles. 1922. 
Contains 4,944 records, including items of the well-known art collection 
of Algernon Graves and famous libraries of M. Tompkinson, Baroness Burdett 


| Coutts, etc., etc. 
BOOKS RECEIVED. 
University DEBATERS’ ANNUAL. 1921-1922. (Vol. VIII.). Edited 
by Edith M. Phelps. Cr. 8vo, cloth. New York, H. W. Wilson. 
| London, Grafton and Co. 1922. 13s. 6d. net. 
Beman (L. T.) CLosep Sop (Handbook Series). Cr. 8vo, cloth. 
New York, H. W. Wilson. London, Grafton and Co. 1922. 
10s. 6d. net. 
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Johnsen (J. E.) Soctat Insurance (Handbook Series). Cr. 8vo, 
cloth. New York, H. W. Wilson. London, Grafton and Co 


1922. 10s. 6d. net. 

Hazeltine (M. E.) FUNDAMENTALS OF REFERENCE SERVICE. Royal, 
16 pp. pamphlet. Reprinted with revision from Wisconsin 
Library Bulletin, April, May, June, 1919. A.L.A. 1922. 1s. 6d. 
net. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


To the Eprror of The Library World. 
DEAR SIR, December 4th, 1922. 


At arecent meeting of a committee of the Librarians of London 
Public Libraries a resolution was adopted in favour of the forma- 
tion of a Metropolitan Branch of the Library Association. 

That Association has already several branches in the Provinces, 
each doing much valuable work, that simplifies and aids the main 
Association in its wider duties for the whole country. London 
also has many interests that require careful attention, especially 
at present, and it is felt that the time has arrived when a branch 
ought to be formed to watch such local interests with more minute 
care than can be expected from the central Association. 

A meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, December 20th, 
1922, at the National Library for the Blind, 18, Tufton Street, 
Westminster, to consider this matter, and should the opinion of 
the meeting be in favour of such a course, to take the necessary 
steps for the formation of the proposed branch, and define the 
limitations of its area. 

It is not proposed to confine this movement strictly to the 
London area, therefore it is hoped that every one within easy reach 
of the Metropolis interested in Library work and the profession of 
Librarianship will endeavour to attend, so that the subject may 
have full and free discussion. 

Yours etc., 
ARNOLD G. Burt, Hon. Sec. 
HERBERT JONES, Chairman. 


Central Library, Peckham Road, Camberwell S.E.15. 


We have received from Messrs. H. J. Whitlock and Sons, Ltd., Photo- 
graphers, of Cardiff, an excellent panoramic portrait group of the Library 
Association Conference at Cardiff. Unfortunately, it is too late to reproduce 
this, or any portion of it, in our periodical, but we wish to draw the attention 
of librarians to the fact that the prints are well worth having, and that the 
price is 7s. 6d. each, postage included. Librarians should apply for the cirkut 
picture to Messrs. H. J. Whitlock and Sons, Ltd., Duke Street Arcade, Cardiff. 


REPAIRS 


Many Library Books need Slight Repairs. 


of books, also for reinforcing maps, etc. 


SILK FINISH ADHESIVE CLOTH, 1s.6d. per roll. 
For replacing the cloth at the back of books when 


is. per roll. Specially prepared parchment for 
repairing torn leaves. 


TRANSPARENT ADHESIVE TAPE, 4d. a spool. 


PERFORATED GUMMED CLOTH, per 
For “Tipping in” loose teaves. 


SEND FOR A TRIAL SUPPLY. 
TEN SHILLINGS net. Post Free. 


Grafton & Co,, Coptic House, ".ondon 


These can be done in the Library by using | ‘ 
OUR REPAIRING MATERIALS a 
ADHESIVE CLOTH, 1s.3d. per roll. 

For fastening loosened leaves and broken sections 


worn or torn. 
DOUBLE STITCHED BINDER, 2s. per roll. 
For recasing books of any size. 
SUCCESS BINDER, 15,94. per roll. 
Prepared especially for fastening loose leaves ie. 
requiring a flexible hinge. 
TRANSPARENT ADHESIVE PARCHMENT PAPER, wat 
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YOU CO-OPERATIVE 
have talked about CATALOGUING 


HERE IS A PRACTICAL PROPOSAL! 


A GUIDE TO CURRENT BooxKs 
AND A PROPOSED SCHEME 


For Co-Operative Cataloguing” 


To be Issued Monthly 
of YOU want it. 


A LIBRARIAN WRITES: 

“The value of such a publication to the 
individual library may be assessed by the cost 
of doing the work locally.” 


Is THE VALUE OF YOUR TIME SPENT On BOOK 
SELECTION AND CATALOGUING MORE THAN 
£1 1s. PER ANNUM? 


See article on pages 313-314 and write for further 
particulars to 


GRAFTON & CO., 


COPTIC HOUSE, 7 & 8 COPTIC STREET, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


Printed by FRANK JUCKES, 85, Aston Street, Birmingham, : 
and Published for the Proprietors by GRAFTON & CO., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, London. W.C. 1 


- 
a 
Fi 
| 
% > 
q 
q 
q 
i. 
eee 


= 


- eee 


Aled 


